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Introduction 

The more and more defined principles of sustainability are starting to give almost equal consideration to ecological, social and economic aspects consequently placing increasingly higher demands on the flexibility of companies.  Public and private sectors are taking into account to a growing degree not only economic aspects, but also the demands of diverse educated groups, such as environmental activists, informed consumers and workforce, and specialized bodies. 

Objectives 

1. Identify challenges, obstacles, and failures of management systems in Lebanese Food Industries with respect to environment and Food Safety.   
Introduce a locally adapted integrated management system.  

2. Present a comparative analysis of local versus international market requirements 
in terms of international standards and certifications. Highlight EU market import standards.

3. Expose international standards and prerequisite programs for the food industry
(ISO 22000, ISO 14000, Good Manufacturing and Good Hygienic Practices GMP/GHP. Present interlinkage and complementarities between the tools.

4. Propose implementation process for SMEs with special focus on role of government, of private sector and impacts on environmental and public health.

The food law that was developed (and that is still under ratification by the Lebanese authority), could better be reviewed and revised to address environmental components. The Lebanese Food Safety Authority that will be responsible to enforce this law should encompass the Ministry of Environment and as such get the Lebanese government to addresses the political component of our Environmental Safety Program. 
The challenges facing our food safety policies at the current level are immense, and unless politicians develop a coherent integrated Lebanese Quality Management System with the private sector-indeed accountable yet definitely in the driverseat; we will not be able to address the challenges of food and environmental safety. A follow up approach is needed and stakeholders should be able to address the three pillars of safety program which are:

a- Risk Analysis 

b- Risk Management 

c- Risk communication. 

   Our recommendations are:

1) We need to better define a consolidated environment strategy for our Lebanese Food Safety programs.   

2) Food Safety should be a regional program and not a local initiative. 

3) With a private public vision and partnerships.

4) With a collaboration of Agro-economic regional stakeholders.

5) Focusing on consumer concerns and health priorities.

6) Providing a preventive approach from the intention of consumption all the way through Agricultural and Environmental sustainable development.

7) Through the empowerment of an Arab Common Agricultural Policy.

8) And regional Pan Arab Food Safety Institutes.

9) Upholding ISO 22000 & HACCP principals.


10) Through a real win- win private / public partnership.

11) Confronting the challenges of poverty, desertification, global warming, & other environmental challenges.

12) While considering other global concerns and the actions of the global Agrifood chain.

13) While emphasizing the role of Arab SME’s.

14) Raise awareness among decision makers, public servants, producers, traders, and consumers about the potential sources of food safety problems and ways to protect against such problems. Encourage a multi-stakeholder approach to improving public health.
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